
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Members Present:             Members Absent: Others Present: 
Roger Willis, President 
Bob McKenzie, Vice President 
Dino Cotton, Secretary 
Terry Mullarkey, Treasurer 
John Balzer, Director 
Ryan Halleran, Director 
Rick Kesselman, Director  
 

            None 
             

Jenna Kohl, Community Executive Officer 
Neal Shearer, Community Operations Officer 
Doug Greenstein, Community Finance Officer 
Kristi Northcutt, Communications Director 
Dave Fermoile, Interim Community Center Director 
Michele DeMichele, Special Events & ACB Operations Director 
Tony Smith, Business Services & Commercial Code Specialist 
Mark Sahl, Legal Counsel 
Jonathan Ebertshauser, Legal Counsel 
Dawn Dworak, Management Analyst 
Taylor McCulley, ACB Meeting and Program Manager 
Kim Bodary, Recording Secretary 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The Open Session of the Anthem Community Council (ACC) was called to order at 6:33 p.m.   

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ESTABLISH QUORUM 
President Willis established a Quorum with seven Board members present.  
 
ADOPT AGENDA 
Vice President McKenzie made a motion to adopt the agenda. Director Kesselman seconded. Voting took 
place; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Vice President McKenzie made a motion to approve the minutes from the July 26, 2017, August 23, 2017, 
and September 5, 2017 Open Session Meetings. Director Kesselman seconded. Voting took place; the 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
PRESENTATIONS/AWARDS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A. Anthem Youth Advisory Council (AYAC) Announcements 
Logan Ellsworth updated the Board on the current AYAC projects. The AYAC is under a new term with thirteen new 
leaders who want to better the Anthem community. There have been three meetings so far focused on team 
building, leadership activities and strategic planning and elevator speeches at their first official meeting in 
September. AYAC is looking into a service activity such as helping St. Mary’s Foodbank this year as a way of giving 
back to the Anthem community. Mentor groups have been set up under each adviser that can meet outside the 
monthly meetings to discuss topics and ask questions. The group discussed “You Have a Voice” as a possible slogan 
and focused on topics such as sexual harassment, bullying, mental illness, and peer pressure. The AYAC also sent a 
survey out to students asking what topics they would like to hear about and there have been over one hundred  
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responses so far. The group will also focus on social media platforms to help spread the word on AYAC topics and 
events.   
 

B. Acknowledge APRA Award for Outstanding Facility for Opportunity Way Park 
Ms. Kohl state the ACC was selected as the winner of the 2017 Arizona Parks and Recreation Association Award for 
Outstanding Facility for design of Opportunity Way Park. This was awarded to the ACC and Haydon, the general 
contractor for the project. A short video clip highlighting the award and Opportunity Way Park was shown. Mr. 
Shearer stated there was a lot of involvement from creative people since 2013 and thanked our partners: Parkside, 
EPCOR, and the CPDC. Mr. Shearer also thanked the Board who could have folded their hands on this project but 
they believed in doing something positive for the west side. President Willis presented the award to Mr. Shearer. 
 

C. Acknowledge Recognition of the 3CMA Award  
Ms. Kohl stated that our Communications Department did a superhero-themed social media campaign in July 2016, 
for which the ACC was a Savvy Award Winner for 'Best Campaign Use of Social Media Tools' from the City-County 
Communications and Marketing Association. Ms. Kohl thanked Ms. Northcutt, Ms. Flores and Mr. Petty for their 
hard work on this campaign and President Willis presented the award to Ms. Northcutt. 
 
STAFF REPORT 
Ms. Kohl summarized the staff report and shared the following: 

 

• Oct. 8: Resident Appreciation Open House, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Community Center 

• Oct. 14: Java & Jammin’/New Resident Welcome/Public Art Opening, 9:30-11:30 a.m., Civic Building 

• Community Center Remodel Project. County plan comments have been received and are being 

addressed by the architect. We anticipate a full four-week cycle from the date of architect’s resubmittal 

for 2nd review. Therefore, the earliest this will be before the Board for vote to proceed will be the 

October Board meeting. We have also received requests from fitness instructors to include natural light 

and sound insulation for the fitness room.  

• Business Awards. The annual business awards nomination process is open through Oct. 30. Nominate a 

business online, or download a nomination form to submit. Veterans Service award nominations are also 

open. 

• Personnel. Paul Rangel started as the new Sports Program Manager. Alonzo Alarcon (AJ) started as the 

new Aquatics Tech, assisting Aaron Brown.  

• Paseo. The common area landscaping at the corner of Turtle Hill and Parker Lane is now underway, and 

will include a new curb design and sod replacement. Additional areas will be getting new plants and sod, 

some areas will be converted to desert landscaping, and a few trees will be removed. Scheduled 

completion is around mid-October.  

• Entry Falls. The Anthem Way entry falls resurfacing project commenced Sept. 18. The work started on 

the south falls and will wrap up on the north falls in October. Consideration has been given to traffic 

safety and neighborhood communication during this Reserve funded project. 

• Overseeding. The overseeding for the winter rye grass in the Community Park is underway and will be 

completed by the end of September/early October.  

• Autumnfest Arts & Crafts Festival. Thank you to BrightView (Title sponsor), First Impression Security 

Doors/Ironworks and EPCOR (Event sponsors), Merrill Gardens (Food Court sponsor) and HonorHealth 

(Scarecrow sponsor) for their generous support. Scarecrow Contest entries are being accepted through 

Oct. 11. Categories include: Individual/family, non-profit/clubs and Anthem business. Prizes awarded to 

winners in all categories. Carnival will arrive for setup Oct. 16, with an opening night of Oct. 19. 

• First Responders Public Safety Day is scheduled for Oct. 14 on softball fields 3 and 4 from 10 a.m. to 2 

p.m. As a part of the festivities, both Medic and MCSO Helicopters will be on (static) display.   
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• Go Green recycling event is scheduled for Oct. 7 from 8 a.m. to noon in the lower parking lot of 

Community Park. Entrance to the recycling event is from Freedom Way to Whitman Drive only. A 

Traffic Control Plan is in place for the morning that will restrict entrance to the middle parking lot of 

Community Park from both north- and south-bound lanes of Gavilan Peak Parkway, as well as other 

minor restrictions. 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT  
Mr. Greenstein summarized the Balance Sheet and Income Statement for the Board. He summarized the financial 
performance, fund balances, and collections activities.  He noted that the ACC’s monthly financial package has been 
upgraded to provide additional historical Balance Sheet information, graphs of operating and cost trends and 
summary variance reporting. As always, our full disclosure financial statements are posted to the OnlineAtAnthem 
website as part of the documents supporting this open meeting. We encourage all property owners to take the time 
to become familiar with our financial standing and results.    
 
OPEN DISCUSSION: 
Ron Jerich, resident, gave President Willis a compliment on a recent article in the August 16, 2017 Republic 
regarding the City of Phoenix and water issues. Mr. Jerich stated he still believes finances will be an issue with the 
dog park and will increase just like they did with Opportunity Way Park. Mr. Shearer stated that Opportunity Way 
Park budget was increased in response to resident requests for specific detailed design improvements. Mr. Jerich 
further stated there are odor issues from EPCOR at the Parker Court site and barrier issues for horses at the 
Meridian site. Mr. Jerich suggests we survey the residents and asked the Board what will happen if the dog park 
fails. President Willis stated this will not fail and we will make it successful.  
 
Ed Varney, resident, clarified that the odor issue isn’t with EPCOR but with a pump station near Circle K. Mr. 
Varney further stated there have been a lot of studies on how residents feel on the dog park and it will be 
successful.  
 
Seth Nichols, resident and yoga instructor at the Community Center, addressed his concerns with the Community 
Center remodel and stated that he and other instructors were not aware of the changes and that no one asked for 
input from the instructors. Ms. Kohl stated that we did conduct community outreach in the Resource Guides, local 
publications and many informal discussions but did neglect to ask for input directly from the fitness instructors. 
Ms. Kohl further stated we will listen and try to understand what the concerns are in order to be able to address 
them as part of the project. Mr. Shearer thanked Mr. Nichols for sharing his concerns and stated that the reason 
why the weights are being moved is due to safety issues and crowding, and there will still be some natural light in 
the yoga room.  
 
Mark Bigelow, resident, stated he doesn’t see how the Community Center remodeling project will add value to 
resident homes and sees home values decreasing. 
 
Mark Hayes, resident, stated he is happy to hear we are doing a remodel but is not happy about the design and 
doesn’t think we should spend money on an upstairs restroom. Mr. Shearer stated the number one concern heard 
at the Community Center from residents was the need for a second-floor restroom. 
  
CONSENT AGENDA/ACCEPT COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

A. ACCEPT COMMITTEE REPORTS 
1) Economic Development Committee 

a. August 2, 2017 Meeting Minutes 
b. September 13, 2017 Meeting Minutes 

B. APPROVE ANTHEM COUNTRY CLUB COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION’S REVISED DESIGN GUIDELINES 
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Vice President McKenzie made a motion to approve the EDC minutes from August 2, 2017 and September 
13, 2017 and the Anthem Country Club Community Association’s Revised Design Guidelines. Director 
Kesselman seconded. Voting took place; the motion passed unanimously. 

 
DISCUSSION OF ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA: None 
 
COMMITTEE UPDATES AND ACTION ITEMS 
         A. Commercial Design Review Advisory Committee 

1) Consider Approval of Architectural Design for Crossroads Church 
Steve Wyatt, Clarissa Wyatt and Michelle Bartlett from Crossroads Church stated their proposed plans for new 
signage at their building. 
 
Director Kesselman inquired if the height restrictions were within the guidelines; Mr. Wyatt stated yes and Tony 
Smith confirmed. 
 
Secretary Cotton inquired on status of a pylon sign and President Willis stated the pylon sign was not approved. 
 
Vice President McKenzie made a motion to approve the Architectural Design for and Construction of Two 
New Entrances for Crossroads Church at 42101 N. 41st Dr. in Anthem’s Commerce Park. Treasurer 
Mullarkey Kesselman seconded. Voting took place; the motion passed unanimously. 
 

2) Consider Approval of Architectural Design for Cirrus Building 
Ms. Kohl stated Cirrus gave an overview of the request by Cirrus Electric to construct a new building in the 
Commerce Park; the building is compliant with the design guidelines with exception of one paint color that is 
consistent with desert colors but not listed as an approved color in the guidelines. CDRAC has reviewed and 
approved the color. 
 
Harold Williams, architect for the project, stated they went through a lot of coordination over the past year with 
good guidance from the ACC’s Tony Smith and Bob Hedrick. 
 
Treasurer Mullarkey inquired about covered parking and Mr. Williams stated there are no plans for covered 
parking at this time. Any future covered parking must be approved by the ACC.  
 
Vice President McKenzie made a motion to approve the Architectural Design for and Construction of Cirrus 
Electric’s Office/Warehouse Building at 41820 N. 41st Dr. in Anthem’s Commerce Park. Director Kesselman 
seconded. Voting took place; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Anthem Neighborhood Watch Report  
Teresa Pierson, ANW Chair, gave a verbal report on ANW updates and stated Anne MacKoelyn is the new director 
of finance. Ms. Pierson stated they have a personal identification program which is free to seniors and kids and will 
go to 911 for amber alerts. They are also developing a relationship with Enclave for this program. They currently 
have around 150 block captains but need many more. New ANW signs are being installed, and the GAIN event is 
October 21 and they need volunteers. Director Kesselman inquired why Merrill Gardens hasn’t been approached 
and Ms. Pierson stated they will be talking to them shortly.   
 
Director Kesselman inquired on the safety about ANW volunteers going to homes to invite participation in 
Neighborhood Watch; Ms. Pierson stated they only go to their immediate neighbors whom they know already.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 

A. Report on Soil Testing at Proposed Master Plan Dog Park Sites 
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Mr. Shearer stated on July 26, 2017, the Board directed staff to conduct soil testing at the Parker Court and 
Meridian Drive dog park site options. Staff solicited proposals from two leading geotechnical engineering firms and 
selected Western Technologies to perform a comprehensive geotechnical evaluation of the dog park sites for a total 
cost of $4,830. In addition to providing comparative data for both sites, this report provides data that will be relied  
upon in the design, engineering and construction of the dog park. A copy of the Geotechnical Evaluation Report is 
attached to the agenda. 
 
Mr. Shearer stated he contacted MCDOT again and they have been very responsive. They conducted a traffic count 
and observations near the Parker Court site. Mr. Shearer further stated the Director of the division got back to him 
and the study indicates they will need to make some intersection improvements at this site including striping and 
an acceleration lane; they plan to add this into their 2019 Capital Improvement plans. 
 
Director Kesselman inquired if this would be at Anthem’s expense and Mr. Shearer stated no.  
 
Director Balzer stated there are three negatives surrounding Meridian, including objections from neighboring 
Desert Hills and Anthem residents; soil conditions, which are not favorable compared to the Parker site; and the 
need to reroute an established trail; so we shouldn’t be investing any more money into the Meridian site. 
 
President Willis asked for clarification on not spending any more funds and Director Balzer stated we shouldn’t 
spend any more funds on analysis, trying to move the trail, staff resources and generally not planning a dog park at 
this site. 
 
Director Halleran inquired what else could money be spent on at the Meridian site and Mr. Shearer stated that the 
Board has not provided further direction and there is no intent to do anything further at this time. Mr. Shearer 
added that MCDOT looked at both sites and has no concerns with the Meridian site but would recommend a left 
turn lane for west bound traffic at this site. 
 
Treasurer Mullarkey stated there are no decisions monetary or nonmonetary unless the Board votes and he stated 
the motion is good but not necessary at this time because we need the Board vote to move forward. Mr. Sahl stated 
you are still giving staff direction with this motion. 
 
Board discussion on the proposed motion ensued, with debate over whether or not the motion removes the site 
from further consideration.  
 
Ron Jerich, resident, stated Director Balzer’s comments are appropriate but stated Merrill Gardens and St. Rose 
Church ran into the same problems when constructing their facilities and resolved them so we should ask them 
what they did. 
 
John Birdseye, resident, inquired if we could just bring soil in to raise the ground about four feet at Meridian.   

 
Director Kesselman stated he thought we were done with the dog park for a year so let’s proceed with the projects 
and continue the dog park discussions in the future.  
 
Director Halleran stated we need about lead time on which site we want as a dog park and so we need to make that 
decision soon. 
 
Director Balzer inquired when the site decision had to be made and Mr. Shearer stated early 2018. Mr. Shearer 
further stated both sites will work and the Meridian site may be a little more expensive as we need to have a 
minimum of 18” of healthy soil above a caliche layer. 
 
Director Balzer made a motion not to spend any more funds on the Meridian site. Director Halleran 
seconded. Voting took place; the motion failed with 4 Nays (Kesselman, Mullarkey, McKenzie and Cotton) 
and 3 Ayes (Balzer, Halleran, and Willis). 
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NEW BUSINESS 

A. Consider Approval of Resolution 2017-R-07, Amending Part 7 of the Board Policy Manual, Anthem 
Civic Building Philosophies, Rules, Regulations, and Fee Structure 

Ms. McCulley presented staff’s request that effective January 1, 2018, the hours of operation for the Anthem Civic 

Building be altered to better serve the community’s needs. The number of operational hours will not increase or 

decrease; rather hours will be shifted to different days. Proposed changes are as follows:  

 

Current hours: 
M: 8 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
Tu: 8 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
W: 8 a.m. – 7 p.m. 
Th: 8 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
F: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Sa: 8 a.m. – Noon 
Su: Closed 

Proposed hours: 
M: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Tu: 8 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
W: 8 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
Th: 8 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
F: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Sa: 8 a.m. – Noon 
Su: Closed 

 
Ms. McCulley presented additional minor changes to Part 7 of the Board Policy Manual that would be effective 
immediately.  
 
Treasurer Mullarkey inquired on the custodial change and how it may contradict a previous item and Ms. McCulley 
stated the maintenance fee is a service to the community and when the community room is rented, it is a required 
fee if it’s a catered.  She clarified that this fee has been in place since approved by the Board last year. 
 
Vice President McKenzie made a motion to approve Resolution 2017-R-07, Amending Part 7 of the Board 
Policy Manual, Anthem Civic Building Philosophies, Rules, Regulations, and Fee Structure. Treasurer 
Mullarkey seconded. Voting took place; the motion passed unanimously.  
 

B. Consider Approval of Resolution 2017-R-08, Amending Part 4 of the Board Policy Manual, 
Committees 

Ms. Kohl stated community involvement is critical to achieving the mission of the ACC. To that end, the Board 
utilizes committees and other volunteer groups to serve in various capacities to support the work of the ACC. 
These groups are outlined in the Board Policy Manual, Part 4. Periodically, the Board and staff will review the 
current committee structure, and will consider modifications to ensure that the committees and their scopes of  
work align with the Board’s strategic priorities, and maximize the volunteers’ time. We have conducted such a 
review and took the Board’s feedback into consideration as we crafted the proposed changes, which are reflected 
in the attached documents.  
 
A summary of the proposed changes is attached to the agenda. The net outcome of these recommendations is not 
intended to be less resident input, but rather to allow flexibility to target input around priority issues and needs. 
Additional resources and tools to gather resident input and encourage citizen engagement that we have used 
include survey instruments, open houses and neighborhood meetings. 
 
Treasurer Mullarkey inquired if the new Boulder Creek High School principal has been invited to the Public Safety 
Roundtable meetings and Ms. Kohl stated she will reach out to Ms. Sutton now that the school year is underway.  
 
Vice President McKenzie made a motion to approve Resolution 2017-R-08, Amending Part 4 of the Board 
Policy Manual, Committees. Director Kesselman seconded. Voting took place; the motion passed 
unanimously.  
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There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 8:26 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kim Bodary 
On Behalf of the Anthem Community Council Board of Directors 


